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(3) Unmarked or incorrectly identi-
fied fishing gear may be considered
abandoned and may be disposed of in
accordance with applicable Federal
regulations by any authorized officer
or CCAMLR inspector.

(d) Maintenance. The operator of each
harvesting vessel must:

(1) Keep the vessel and gear identi-
fication clearly legible and in good re-
pair.

(2) Ensure that nothing on the har-
vesting vessel obstructs the view of the
markings from an enforcement or in-
spection vessel or aircraft.

(3) Ensure that the proper naviga-
tional lights and shapes are displayed
for the harvesting vessel’s activity and
are properly functioning.

§ 300.109 Gear disposal.

(a) The operator of a harvesting ves-
sel may not dump overboard, jettison
or otherwise discard any article or sub-
stance that may interfere with other
fishing vessels or gear, or that may
catch fish or cause damage to any ma-
rine resource, including marine mam-
mals and birds, except in cases of emer-
gency involving the safety of the ship
or crew, or as specifically authorized
by communication from the appro-
priate USCG commander or authorized
officer. These articles and substances
include, but are not limited to, fishing
gear, net scraps, bale straps, plastic
bags, oil drums, petroleum containers,
oil, toxic chemicals or any manmade
items retrieved in a harvesting vessel’s
gear.

(b) The operator of a harvesting ves-
sel may not abandon fishing gear in
Convention waters.

(c) The operator of a harvesting ves-
sel must provide a copy of the
CCAMLR information brochure ‘‘Ma-
rine Debris—A Potential Threat to
Antarctic Marine Mammals’’ to each
member of the crew of the harvesting
vessel and must display copies of the
CCAMLR placard ‘‘Avoidance of Inci-
dental Mortality of Antarctic Marine
Mammals’’ in the wheelhouse and crew
quarters of the harvesting vessels. Cop-
ies of the brochure and placard will be
provided to each holder of a harvesting
permit by NMFS when issuing the per-
mit.

§ 300.110 Mesh size.

(a) The use of pelagic and bottom
trawls having the mesh size in any part
of a trawl less than indicated is prohib-
ited for any directed fishing for the fol-
lowing Antarctic finfishes:

(1) Notothenia rossii and Dissostichus
eleginoides—120 mm.

(2) Champsocephalus gunnari—90 mm.
(3) Gobionotothen gibberifrons,

Notothenia kempi and Lepidorhirus
squamifrons—80 mm.

(b) Any means or device that would
reduce the size or obstruct the opening
of the meshes is prohibited.

(c) The following procedure will be
used for determining compliance with
mesh size requirements.

(1) Description of gauges. (i) Gauges
for determining mesh sizes will be 2
mm thick, flat, of durable material and
capable of retaining their shape. They
may have either a series of parallel-
edged sides connected by intermediate
tapering edges with a taper of one to
eight on each side, or only tapering
edges with the taper defined above.
They will have a hole at the narrowest
extremity.

(ii) Each gauge will be inscribed on
its face with the width in millimeters
both on the parallel-sided section, if
any, and on the tapering section. In the
case of the latter, the width will be in-
scribed every 1 mm interval, but the
indication of the width may appear at
regular intervals other than 1 mm.

(2) Use of the gauge. (i) The net will be
stretched in the direction of the long
diagonal of the meshes.

(ii) A gauge as described in paragraph
(c)(1) of this section will be inserted by
its narrowest extremity into the mesh
opening in a direction perpendicular to
the plane of the net.

(iii) The gauge may be inserted into
the mesh opening either with a manual
force or using a weight or dynamom-
eter, until it is stopped at the tapering
edges by the resistance of the mesh.

(3) Selection of meshes to be measured.
(i) Meshes to be measured will form a
series of 20 consecutive meshes chosen
in the direction of the long axis of the
net, except that the meshes to be meas-
ured need not be consecutive if the ap-
plication of paragraph (c)(3)(ii) of this
section prevents it.
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(ii) Meshes less than 50 cm from
lacings, ropes, or codline will not be
measured. This distance will be meas-
ured perpendicular to the lacings, ropes
or codline with the net stretched in the
direction of that measurement. No
mesh will be measured which has been
mended or broken or has attachments
to the net fixed at that mesh.

(iii) Nets will be measured only when
wet and unfrozen.

(4) The measurement of each mesh
will be the width of the gauge at the
point where the gauge is stopped, when
using this gauge in accordance with
paragraph (c)(2) of this section.

(5) Determination of the mesh size of
the net will be the arithmetical mean
in millimeters of the measurements of
the total number of meshes selected
and measured as provided for in para-
graphs (c) (3) and (4) of this section, the
arithmetical mean being rounded up to
the next millimeter.

(6) Inspection procedure. (i) One series
of 20 meshes, selected in accordance
with paragraph (c)(3) of this section,
will be measured by inserting the
gauge manually without using a weight
or dynamometer. The mesh size of the
net will then be determined in accord-
ance with paragraph (c)(5) of this sec-
tion. If the calculation of the mesh size
shows that the mesh size does not ap-
pear to comply with the rules in force,
then two additional series of 20 meshes
selected in accordance with paragraph
(c)(3) of this section will be measured.
The mesh size will then be recalculated
in accordance with paragraph (c)(5) of
this section, taking into account the 60
meshes already measured; this recal-
culation will be the mesh size of the
net.

(ii) If the captain of the vessel con-
tests the mesh size determined in ac-
cordance with paragraph (c)(6)(i) of
this section, such measurement will
not be considered for the determina-
tion of the mesh size and the net will
be remeasured.

(A) A weight or dynamometer at-
tached to the gauge will be used for re-
measurement. The choice of weight or
dynamometer is at the discretion of
the inspectors. The weight will be fixed
to the hole in the narrowest extremity
of the gauge using a hook. The dyna-
mometer may either be fixed to the

hole in the narrowest extremity of the
gauge or be applied at the largest ex-
tremity of the gauge.

(B) The accuracy of the weight or dy-
namometer must be certified by the ap-
propriate national authority.

(C) For nets of a mesh size of 35 mm
or less as determined in accordance
with paragraph (c)(6)(i) of this section,
a force of 19.61 newtons (equivalent to
a mass of 2 kg) will be applied, and for
other nets, a force of 49.03 newtons
(equivalent to a mass of 5 kg).

(D) For the purposes of determining
the mesh size in accordance with para-
graph (c)(5) of this section, when using
a weight or dynamometer, one series of
20 meshes only will be measured.

§ 300.111 Framework for annual man-
agement measures.

(a) Introduction. New management
measures may be added and others
modified through publication of a regu-
latory action in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER. The following framework proc-
ess authorizes the implementation of
measures that may affect the operation
of the commercial or exploratory fish-
eries, gear, area restrictions, or
changes in catch and/or effort.

(b) Preliminary notice. The Secretary
of State shall publish preliminary no-
tice in the FEDERAL REGISTER of the
management measures adopted by the
parties to the Convention.

(c) Procedure. At its annual meeting,
usually in October or November, the
Commission may recommend new
measures and that established meas-
ures be modified, removed, or re-insti-
tuted. After public notice of those rec-
ommendations by the Secretary of
State and opportunity for public com-
ment, and after considering the impact
of instituting the measures and any
public comment received by the Sec-
retary of State, the Assistant Adminis-
trator may implement the manage-
ment measures by notice in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER, with immediate force
and effect. The notification in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER will summarize new
management measures, and respond to
any public comments received by the
Secretary of State on the preliminary
notice.

(d) Types of management measures to be
frameworked. Management measures
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